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CITY OF HUNTINGTON PARK 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ELEMENT 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Scope of Environmental Justice Element  

The Environmental Justice Element contains a comprehensive set of goals and policies aimed at 

increasing the role and influence of historically marginalized populations and reducing their exposure to 

environmental and health hazards. The Element begins with regulatory background, which includes a 

discussion of environmental justice principles and methodology for identifying environmental justice 

communities (called ñdisadvantaged communitiesò). Following the background, the Element summarizes 

baseline environmental conditions within Huntington Parkôs environmental justice communities through 

the lens of pollution exposure, safe and sanitary homes, physical activity and health, food access, and 

public facilities. To establish an understanding of baseline conditions, a detailed technical assessment 

was performed. This technical assessment can be found in Appendix A of this document. The Element 

concludes by translating the findings of the environmental justice analysis into actionable goals, policies 

and programs. The goals, policies, and programs describe how the city of Huntington Park will 

incorporate environmental justice into decision making and support positive outcomes for affected 

residents.  

Public Participation  

The environmental justice context in this Element was developed utilizing a range of community 

engagement activities, including an environmental justice community survey, a local stakeholder advisory 

board, and two community workshops. The information within this report was supplemented and reviewed 

through the various community engagement efforts to ensure that the analysis is consistent with 

community understanding and that details gathered through public input were incorporated. 

Community Survey  

The Environmental Justice Community Survey was posted in the cityôs webpage starting on January 12, 

2022. The survey was provided in both English and Spanish to ensure language isolation was accounted 

for. The survey remained active for over 5 months and was taken to all in-person public meetings to 

gather broad feedback.  

Community Workshops  

The first environmental justice community workshop was held in a hybrid virtual/in-person setting on 

January 26, 2022. During the workshop, the community was introduced to the concept of environmental 

justice and the process of developing the Environmental Justice Element. City Staff and consultants 

presented the community with a map of Disadvantaged Communities in the planning area and held a 

discussion session to identify collective priorities and solicit feedback to identify focus areas for the 

technical analysis. 

The hybrid virtual meeting was hosted over the Zoom video platform and broadcasted on the Cityôs official 

Facebook page, where the meeting was recorded and posted permanently to reach a broader audience. 
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The meeting was also available to attend in-person at a City-run facility, where the virtual presentation 

was broadcasted live, and Staff acted to facilitate comments and questions. To accommodate Spanish-

speaking community members, live 

Spanish-translation was provided, and 

Spanish-language questions and 

comments were translated in real-time.  

The second environmental justice 

community workshop was held in-person 

on March 23rd, 2022. City Staff and 

consultants presented the community 

with key findings from the environmental 

justice technical report to gather 

feedback regarding the on-going 

analysis. Staff and consultants hosted a 

discussion session that outlined the key 

findings and solicited additional thoughts 

on community priorities and concerns 

given the technical context. 

Environmental Justice Advisory Committee  

The Environment al Justice Advisory Committee was established during the Element planning process to 

assist in providing focused input during the Element development process. The Committee consisted of 

15 carefully selected members that represented key stakeholders within the Huntington Park community. 

Members included representatives from the city, small business owners, various resident representatives, 

and representatives from a range of non-profit organizations within the community (TreePeople, 

Southeast Los Angeles Collaborative, East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice). The Advisory 

Committee was scheduled to meet 5 times over the Element planning process, including a meeting to 

review the findings of the Environmental Justice Technical report and a meeting to provide feedback on 

the Draft Environmental Justice Element (Pending). 

Environmental Justice Background  

Historically, negative environmental impacts have been shown to disproportionately affect marginalized 

populations, including racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic minorities. As a result, disproportionately affected 

populations can face a range of environmental impacts including increased exposure to air pollutants, 

unsafe drinking water, and contaminated facilities/structures, while also having relatively limited access to 

public resources. The environmental impacts that impact disproportionately marginalized populations 

(low-income communities, racial/ethnic minorities, etc.) are often compounding and result in a negative 

feedback loop that can perpetuate existing issues. 

Environmental Justice is a concept focused on addressing the systemic determinants of the unequal 

environmental burden placed on disadvantaged communities, especially minority and low-income 

populations. Efforts towards environmental justice have aimed to improve the status of disadvantaged 

communities through effective planning and policy decisions. In California, the Planning for Healthy 

Communities Act of 2016 (Senate Bill 1000) was established to address the role of environmental justice 

in local and regional planning practice.  

Formally, California law defines ñenvironmental justiceò as the fair treatment of people of all races, 

cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of 

environmental laws, regulations, and policies (Government Code Section 65040.12, subd. (e)). Through 
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Senate Bill 1000, jurisdictions are now required to identify environmental justice communities (called 

ñdisadvantaged communitiesò) within their planning area and incorporate environmental justice into their 

general plans.  

The city of Huntington Park is committed to promoting environmental justice within its jurisdiction through 

the effective implementation of this Environmental Justice Element. The goals and policies in this plan are 

centered around six key focus areas. These focus areas represent the range of environmental factors that 

may influence a personôs health status, they are referred to as the environmental determinants of health 

(California Government Code Section 65302) The environmental determinants of health include: 

¶ Pollution Exposure and Air Quality 

¶ Public Facilities 

¶ Safe and Sanitary Homes 

¶ Physical Activity and Public Health 

¶ Food Access 

¶ Civic and Community Engagement 

Environmental Justice  Communities  

California legislation defines a ñdisadvantaged communitiesò as an area identified by the California 

Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) pursuant to Section 39711 of the Health and Safety Code or 

an area that is a low-income area that is disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other 

hazards that can lead to negative health effects, exposure, or environmental degradation 

CalEPA has designated disadvantaged communities across California within its CalEnviroScreen 4.0 tool. 

The CalEnviroScreen 4.0 tool identifies disadvantaged census tracts in the state and ranks these tracts 

based on various pollution and population indicators. This tool was utilized as a baseline for identifying 

disadvantaged communities in Huntington Park. In addition to the CalEPA designated disadvantaged 

communities, a local analysis was performed to identify low-income areas disproportionately affected by 

environmental pollution and other hazards. Disadvantaged Communities in Huntington Park are those 

census tracts that meet the qualifications for one or both methodologies described above. For more 

information on the methodologies used to identify Disadvantaged Communities in Huntington Park, see 

Appendix A of this document.  

All of the twenty-six census tracts in Huntington Park have been identified as Disadvantaged 

Communities. While some cities may be home to small pockets of disadvantaged communities that are 

disproportionately burdened by environmental and population impacts, the city of Huntington Park has a 

particularly high level of pollution burdened and low-income residents across the entirety of its jurisdiction. 

The figure below depicts all Disadvantaged Communities in the Cityôs planning area. 
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Figure 1 Identified Disadvantaged Communities in the Huntington Park Planning Area  

 

The prevalence of Disadvantaged Communities across the city is largely attributed to the extent of air 

pollution across the jurisdiction, as well as the lower-income demographics that characterize much of the 

community. The city of Huntington Park is burdened with Particulate Matter pollution (PM 2.5 and Diesel 

Particulate Matter) and Toxic Release pollution (from facilities) across its geography, which may 

contribute to poorer health outcomes across the various lower-income populations within its boundaries.  

The environmental conditions and socio-economic makeup of Huntington Park have a strong connection 

to the cityôs rich history as a streetcar suburb for industrial workers in the early 1900s. The Los Angeles 

Gateway region, of which Huntington Park is an integral part of, was largely developed amid a boom in 

manufacturing that focused Los Angeles Countyôs industrial production in areas southeast of Downtown 

Los Angeles. The city of Huntington Park and surrounding cities became home to much of the Countyôs 

industry sector, as well as a home to those working-class industry workers that serviced this economy. 

The pollution context in Huntington Park is largely shaped by this historic context.  

The air pollutants that impact Huntington Parkôs community are regional issues that permeate the vast 

number of cities southeast of Downtown Los Angeles. The historic working-class populations in 

Huntington Park may be disproportionately burdened by these regional pollution issues due to the lack of 

resource access that is often associated with low-income populations. Because the environmental and 

population impacts on Disadvantaged Communities are often compounding, the city of Huntington Park is 

committed to addressing Environmental Justice with a comprehensive and holistic approach. A detailed 

summary of the environmental impacts across the city is included in Section B, below.  
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CONTEXT IN 
HUNTINGTON PARK 

The following is a summary of the baseline conditions for environmental justice in Huntington Park. This 

summary is based on the findings of the Environmental Justice Technical Report, which can be found in 

Appendix A of this document. 

Pollution Burden  

Pollution exposure can lead to various adverse health outcomes, including an increased risk of 

respiratory infections, heart disease, and other cardiovascular illnesses. Understanding the pollution 

context within a city is important to understanding a communityôs unique health and safety needs. All of 

the census tracts in Huntington Park are associated with elevated levels of Particulate Matter (PM 2.5), 

Diesel Particulate Matter (DPM), Toxic Releases, and Lead in Housing. Three of the four elevated 

pollutant-types prevalent cross Huntington Park are forms of air pollution. Air pollution is the primary type 

of pollution exposure within California. 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is responsible for establishing air quality standards and 

assessing regional attainment of these standards. CARB has distinguished geographic areas of California 

by subregion, known as ñair basinsò, to allow for regional assessment and enforcement. Huntington Park 

is located in the South Coast Air Basin, which includes all of Los Angeles County. Los Angeles County 

has a state designation of nonattainment for ozone and particulate matter (PM10 and PM), indicating that 

the County did not meet the state standards for those air pollutant types. As a jurisdiction within Los 

Angeles County, Huntington Park is impacted by the regional air pollution within the County. 

Pollution exposure may disproportionately impact some geographic areas more than others. Pollution 

Burdened areas are those areas that are disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other 

hazards that can lead to negative public health effects or environmental degradation. The 

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 tool utilizes a Pollution Burden metric to understand pollution exposure across 

California relative to other California census tracts. The CalEnviroScreen 4.0 tool indicates that a majority 

of census tracts in the planning area have elevated Pollution Burden scores. Elevated Pollution Burden 

scores indicate that Huntington Park census tracts have significant exposure to environmental pollution 

relative to the State average. The location of sensitive receptors adjacent to industrial land uses and 

along major inter-city highways can contribute to elevated levels of pollution. In Huntington Park, higher 

pollution burden scores were concentrated along the peripheries of the planning area. The presence of 

industrial land uses and inter-city highways along the cityôs peripheries may be a key factor in the 

elevated pollution burden scores for communities within these areas. 
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Figure 2 Pollution Burden in Huntington Park (CalEnviroScreen 4.0)  

 

Public Facilities  

According to the CalEPA, access to public facilities is an environmental determinant of health outcomes. 

Under State law ñpublic facilitiesò include, but are not limited to, public improvements, services, and 

community amenities (Government Code Section 65302(h)(1)(A)). These facilities include cultural 

centers, streets and roads, government buildings, schools, public transit, and public open space. Low-

income and minority communities have historically had fewer public investments in their neighborhood 

and less access to critical public resources (OEHHA 2017). To promote environmental justice in 

Huntington Park, it is necessary to understand the context of public facility accessibility across the 

planning area. 

Parks, Schools, and Cultural Centers  

The availability of greenspace (parks, fields, open space) in proximity to housing can create opportunity 

for physical activity and social interaction (WHO 2016). Both physical activity and social interaction have 

been linked to improved health outcomes. Similarly, public schools and cultural centers provide 

opportunities for recreation and community engagement that are necessary to supplement the mental and 

physical health of residents.  

The City of Huntington Park is home to 11 public schools, including 2 high schools, 2 middle schools, and 

7 elementary schools. All public schools within the city are operated under the Los Angeles Unified 

School District These schools are dispersed evenly across the 3.003 square miles of land that 
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encompass the jurisdiction, allowing for access within a ½ mile distance for a majority of residents. 

Despite the proximal location of schools in the city, inadequate street infrastructure (bikeways, 

pedestrian-friendly sidewalks) can contribute to an access issue for many residents. 

Because Huntington Park is a heavily urbanized city, there is limited available land left undeveloped 

within the planning area. Due to this development context, there are existing barriers to the creation of 

parks and open space to serve the population. The city of Huntington Park provides residents with 

approximately 31 acres of total park space. However, 13 percent of residents live further than a half mile 

away from a park and approximately 96 percent of residents live in areas with less than 3 acres of parks 

or open space per 1,000 residents. For these reasons, all but two census tracts in Huntington Park are 

considered ñcritically underservedò according to the California Statewide Park Program.  

Figure 3 Park Access in Huntington Park  

 

Transportation and Mobility  

Transportation helps to connect people with basic needs such as grocery stores, access to work, parks, 

and other essential locations. Accessible and varied modes of transportation help to increase resource 

accessibility by ensuring residents without automobile access can maintain mobility (WHO 2016). A 

critical form of accessible transportation is public transit. 

Huntington Park is served by two different public transit providers: the city of Huntington Park and the Los 

Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro). LA Metro operates the regional bus 

lines that pass through the city across 11 bus lines and an extensive network of bus stops. The city 

operates two local bus lines and a dial-a-ride service for Huntington Park residents through the HP 


